
BYRON SHIRE INVITES INTERNATIONAL VISITORS TO  
“TAKE 3 FOR THE SEA” 

 
 
Visitors to the Byron Shire in New South Wales will be invited to Take 3 for the Sea in a 
new project aimed at reducing plastic pollution and its impact on the beaches, Marine 
Parks and waterways that attract over two million visitors to the Byron region annually. 
 
Kate Akkerman, Council’s Waste Education and Compliance Officer, said “Take 3 for the Sea 
invites visitors to take three pieces of rubbish with them when they leave the beach, park, 
waterway or wherever they are.” 
 
“This is a wonderful project for Byron Shire. Tourism is integral to the region’s economy, so it’s 
important we manage its impacts on the natural environment that sustains tourism,” Ms 
Akkerman said. 
 
“Our community is passionate and active in protecting our natural environment, so inviting 
visitors from around the world to join them by ‘Taking 3 for the Sea’ is a simple, practical and 
powerful way to do this,” she said. 
 
“This complements our recent Butt Free Byron campaign which resulted in a 25% drop in 
cigarette butt litter in our Shire.” 
 
“A sustainable visitor economy means continuing to emphasise that plastic and rubbish left on 
the sand or on the grass could end up in the ocean,” Ms Akkerman said. 
 
Take 3 is a not-for-profit environmental organisation established 10 years ago to promote the 
reduction of global plastic pollution and waste, and thereby protect wildlife for current and future 
generations. Its message is simple: 
 
Take 3 pieces of rubbish with you when you leave the beach, waterway or…anywhere and 
you have made a difference. 
 
“The simplicity of the Take 3 message is its strength,” Roberta Dixon-Valk, Co-founder of Take 3, 
said.   
 
“It devolves the responsibility of cleaning up our planet to every person, every day and helps up 
to reconnect to this beautiful planet we call home,” she said. 
 
“Take 3 for the Sea’s hashtag is recognised in 129 countries. The organisation’s impact includes 
10 million pieces of rubbish removed and more than 300,000 people educated about plastic 
pollution and its impact on the marine environment,” said Ms Akkerman. 
 
Byron Shire Council’s Take 3 for the Sea project will start mid 2019 and include a publicity and 
visitor engagement campaign. 
 
Byron Shire Council is working with local destination and events marketing company Surfer Rosa 
Communications to engage visitors to the Byron region with the campaign.  
 
Surfer Rosa Communications is exhibiting at the Australian Tourism Exchange as Byron Bay and 
Beyond, representing the destination’s leading visitor experiences, supported by Council. 
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